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FE.B  1 3 .1954  * 


Office  of  Information-- H__ 

February  5,  195^ 
Letter  ITo..  598 

Dear  Farm  Director: 

,  APARTMENT  Of  WlRtojl^ 
Here  are  some  "background ;_notes---efr -the  general  wheat  situation, 

obtained  from  Administrator  Howard  Ha  Gordon  of  the  Commodity  Stabilization 

Service.  •  •  .         j~  ,    ..  .•  ...  .'  , 

The  carry-over  was  552  million  bushels  last  July  1.    It  is  now 
expected  to  he  800  million  bushels,  or  more,  this  summer       before  the  195^ 
crop  is  harvested^    This  estimate  is  based -on  an  expected  domestic  use 
during  this  marketing  year  of  just  under  700  million  bushels  and  exports 
of  something  less  than  250  million  bushels ,"  possibly  not  much  above  200 
million,.    If  these  assumptions  prove  to  be ■  about  .right,  and  the  total 
disappearance  of  U.S,  wheat  is  a  little  over  900.  million  bushels  in  the 
1953-5^  marketing  year,  the  carry-over  on  July  1,  195^-  will  be  around  the 
800  million  figure, 

That  brings  us  to  the  possible  wheat  production,  this  year  --  195^-* 
The  195^  winter  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at  about  750  million  bushels,  on 
the  basis  of  the  acreage  planted  and  the  reported  condition  on  December  1„ 
A  reasonable  expectation  for  spring  wheat  would  be  about  225  million  bushels, 
if  the  .presently  allotted  acreage  is  planted',  and  yields  are  average.  On 
the  basis  of  these  assumptions  --  not  a. prediction  --  the"  total  195^  crop 
might  be  around  975  million  bushels. . 

•;•     'If  the  wheat  crop  this  year  does  turn  out  to  be  about  975  million 
bushels,  and  disappearance  during  the.  next  marketing  year  (195^-55)  is  about 
the  same  as  this  year,,  then  it  is  obvious  that  the  heavy  carry-over  situa- 
tion Is  l.ikely  to  be.  with  us  for  a  long  time.    In  fact,  the  carry-over  could 
be  increased  somewhat  --  up  around  the  900  million  bushel  mark  by  July  1,  1955. 


The  Propose!  Program  for  Wheats . . 

Eere's  how  the  new  farm  program  proposed  by  President  Eisenhower 
would  affect  wheat: 

The  programs  for  195^  production  are  already  set.    There  will  be 
acreage  allotments  and  marketing  quotas,,  and  the  price  support  will  be  at 
90  percent  of  parity.    The  new  recommendations  would  not  take  effect  until 
after  195^.  . 
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Beginning  with  the  1955  crop,  the  variable  price  support  provi- 
sions of  the  Agricultural  Act  of  19^9  would  apply.    The  range  would  he 
between  75  and  90  percent  of  parity,  in  accordance  with  supply  levels. 
The  amount  by  which  total  supplies  exceeded  the  "normal  supply"  level 
would  be  the  measuring  stick  in  determining  price  support  levels.  The 
"normal  supply"  would  be  a  year's  domestic  and  export  requirements,  plus 
15  percent  for  reserves. 

With  an  estimated  carry-over  of  800  million  bushels  or  more  this 
July  1,  and  an  expected  195^  crop  not  far  short  of  a  billion  bushels,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  formula  would  call  for  1955  price  support  levels  down 
toward  the  75  percent  of  parity  minimum  --  if  there  were  no  special  provi- 
sion to  check  such  a  drop.    However,  there  is  such  a  provision  in  the  pro- 
posed set-aside  of  insulated  commodities. 

This  is  how  it  would  work.  All  of  the  wheat  that  was  moved  over 
into  the  set-aside  would  be  removed  from  the  supply  totals  for  purposes  of 
calculating  price  support  levels.  Such  a  set-aside  would  materially  lower 
the  "working"  supply  total  —  the  total  used  in  program  determination. 

Just  how  much  would  be  set-aside  has  not  been  determined.  Congress 
may  earmark  a  specific  amount  in  the  enabling  legislation.    The  program 
proposals  call  for  setting  aside  "substantial"  amounts,  to  insure  that 
changes  in  the  support  level  would  be  made  gradually.    There  has  been  some 
discussion  of  moving  possibly  500  to  600  million  bushels  of  wheat  reserves 
into  the  special  set-aside.    That  would  keep  price  support  for  the  1955 
crop  in  the  higher  levels  of  the  75  to  90  percent  range. 

Looking  beyond  1955,  there  is  another  important  recommendation 
affecting  wheat.    Wheat  is  one  of  the  basic  commodities  for  which  the 
present  law  authorizes  using  either  the  old  or  the  modernized  formula  in 
determining  parity  itself.    Present  legislation  calls  for  all  crops  to  be 
on  the  new  formula  beginning  January  1,  1956.    Tne  program  proposal  is 
that  this  go  into  effect,  as  scheduled,  but  that  the  change  be  made  gradually  4 
spread  out  over  more  than  one  year. 

Parity  for  wheat  is  about  15  percent  lower  under  the  new  formula 
than  under  the  old.    The  recommendation  is  that  the  change  be  limited  to 
not  more  than  5  percent  each  year.    It  would  thus  take  three  years,  beginning 
in  1956,  for  the  new  formula  to  be  fully  in  effect  for  wheat. 

Unidentified  Growth  Factor  Found  in  Casein 

USDA  scientists  have  discovered  that  casein  carries  a  previously 
unrecognized  growth  factor.    They  found  that  chicks  from  casein-fed  hens 
out-gained  chicks  from  hens  on  a  high-protein  soybean  ration  as  well  as 
those  on  a  low-protein  corn  diet. 

The  scientists  determined  that  the  newly  recognized  growth  factor 
is  a  different  one  from  the  vitamin  B- 12  normally  associated  with  casein, 
liver,  and  cow  manure  and  that  it  can  bo  transmitted  from  the  hen's  diet 
to  the  chick  just  as  vitamin  B-12  can.    These  findings  have  immediate  inter- 
est for  poultry  research  and  may  have  ultimate  implication  for  human  nutri- 
tion. 
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New  insecticide^  Effective  Against  Cotton  Bugs 

One  of  the  never  organic  insecticides  has  "been  found  to  "be  the 
best  insecticide  thus  far  tested  against  the  combination  of  the  bollworm 
and  the  "boll  .weevil,  two  of  cotton's -most  destructive  insects.    It's  called 
endrin,  and  USDA  entomologists  find  that  it  controls  several  other  cotton 
pests,  but  not.  spider  mites  or  the.  pink  bollworm,,- 

Endrin  has  a  longer-lasting  residual  action  than  toxaphene,  the 
only  other  insecticide  recommended  for  control  of  "both  the  "boll  weevil 
and  bollworm. 

-  With  cautious  optimism,  entomologists  say  the  new  material  comes 
closer  to  being  an  all-purpose  cotton  insecticide  than 'any  yet  tested. 
Applied- in  quantities  varying  from  0,2  to  0.5  pound  per  acre,  it  i s 
effective  against  the  boll  weevil  and  bollworm  and  from  0,1  to  0.2  pound 
per  acre  against  such  other  cotton  pests  as  thrips,  cotton  leaf worm,  cotton 
fleahoppers,  and  lygus  bugs.. 

IF YE  Program  Shaping  Up  for 1954 

Everett  Bierman,  information  officer  for  the  National  4-H  Club 
Foundation,  tells  us  that  nearly  135  two-way  exchanges  will  take  place 
this  year  under  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange,    Represented  will  be 
kO  countries  in  Europe,  the  Near  and  Far  East,  Latin  America,  the  South' 
Pacific,  Asia,  and  Africa. 

Included  "in  the  over-all  exchange  are  25  rural  youths  from  India 
and  10  from  Pakistan  who  will  come  to  the  U,S.  under  a  special  phase  of 
the  LFYE  program  conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  Ford  Foundation  program 
in  these  countries.    In  return,  10  U.  S.  delegates  will  visit  India  and 
five  will  go  to  Pakistan- 
Last  year  117  IFYE  delegates  from  this  country  visited  38 
countries  while  135  exchangees  came  to  the  U.S. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  February  13 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ••  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p,m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Highlights  from  the  25th  Fact  Finding 
Conference  of  the  Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries,  from  WDAF, 
Kansas  City. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  feature  from  Washington  on  the  USDA  small 
watersheds  program,  with  Gladwin  Young,  Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m. 
EST.    An  interview  with  Roger  Savary  of  France,  Secretary  General  of  the 
International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers „    He  is  in  the  U.  S. 
to  discuss  farm  surpluses  and  world  markets. 
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Among  Ourselves, . , 


Larry  McDonald  of  WGE  writes  that  the  Chicago  Union  Stock  Yards 
has  made  extensive  plans  to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings  with  farmers  to 
encourage  increased  production  of  meat»type  hogs.     "These  plans  were 
launched  at  a  joint  industry  meeting  at  the  Chicago  Stock  Yards  on  January 
27.    We  covered  the  meeting  with  taped  interviews  and  it  looks  like  it 
will  "be  a  successful  undertaking.  " 

Word  comes  from  Dan  Thompson  and  Maynard  Coe  that  195^  Farm 
Safety  Week  will  he  observed  July  25-31 „    It  will  he  the  11th  annual. 

We  appreciate  the  many  fine  letters  responding  to  our  30-minute 
tape  .recording  of  Secretary  Benson  explaining  phases  of  the  proposed  farm 
program.    Letters  have  "been  coming  in  with  many  of  the  returned  tapes,  and 
we  are  glad  that  so  many  of  you  found  the  material  useful. 

Ken  Eutcheson  of  KNEW  included  a  report  on  the  "big  snow  they've 
had  in  the  Spokane  country.     "Only  two  or  three  weeks  ago  farmers  and 
irrigationists  were  worried  over  reports  of  way-helow  normal  snowfall  on 
many  of  our  high  watersheds.    Then  --  we  got  it  --  'it'  "being  a  year's 
normal  snowfall  in  just  a  few  days,    No  one  seems  to  he  worried  now  about 
the  snowpack  and  it's  going  to  he  a  mess  if  our  present  Ik  inches  of  the 
s°ggy  stuff  in  the  valley  goes  off  within  a  few  hours  before  a  chinook 
wind." 

Jules  Eenaud  will  be  visiting  soon  with  some  of  you  TFD's  who 
receive  the  TV'  package  service.    He'll  be  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  Ohio  February  15  to  25,  discussing  ways  to  improve  the  service. 

Enclosures : 

Home  Dem.  Week  Fact  Shoet 
Garden  Facts 


Cordially, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Eadio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  UTTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  12,  19^k 
Letter  No.  599 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Television  turned  up  a  case  of  vesicular  exanthema  last  week, 

A  TV  package  program  on  the  swine  disease       commonly  called 
V.Eo  --  was  produced  "by  the  Department  and  mailed  to  some  80  television 
stations  throughout  the  country  on  Friday,  January  29, 

The  following  Wednesday  (February  3)  Bill  Badley,  EE TV,  Little 
Bock,  Ark.,  used  this  packaged  feature  --  a  four-minute  film  clip  --  on 
his  noon  television  program,,    As  the  film  documented  the  symptoms  of 
V=E.  —  a  reluctance  to  walk,  painful  .limping,  and  "blisters  in  the  mouth 
and  nostrils  and  on  the  feet  ~-  one  farmer  in  the  Little  Rock  area  paid 
special  attentione     His  hogs  acted  the  same  vray. 

A  phone  call  "brought  a  Government  inspector  who  confirmed  the 
farmer's  suspicions.    The  next  day,  the  premises  were  placed  under 
quarantine  0 


Agriculture  Department  officials  point  out  that  a  head  start 
like  this  on  a  V.E,  outbreak  can  mean  a  great  deal,  \  u^xtinpsic^o^ma^ioh'',  ' 
as  in  this  case  "by  TV,  was  a  great  help0    The  quaran^iiW^wi-li  save  many 
other  hogs  from  infection, 


New  CSS  Administrator  Appointed 


FEB  13  1954  * 


James  A.  McConnell,  Ithaca,  N.Y,,  has  been  ja^ointed  administrator 
of.  the  Commodity  Stabilization  Service.    He  succeeds  Howard  H„  Gordon,  who 
is  resigning  to  return  to  his  former  position  with  Southern  States  Coopera- 
tive, Richmond,  Va.    Mr5  Gordon  will  continue  as  a  consultant  to  the  admin- 
istrator. 


lire  McConnell  is  farm-reared  and  has  broad  experience  in  agri- 
cultural marketing  and  production.    For  the  past  year  he  has  served  as 
executive  vice-president  of  the  Grange  League  Federation  Exchange,  a 
large  farm  marketing  association  in  the  northeast,,    Before  that  he  served 
for  16  years  as  general  manager  of  that  organization.    CSS  is  the  agency 
that  operates  the  commodity  adjustment  and  price  support  program,, 

While  Mr.  McConnell  will  become  CSS  Administrator,  Under  Secretary 
I'rue  D,  Morse  will  replace  Mr.  Gordon  as  President  of  CCC  while  continuing 
his  duties  as  Under  Secretary, 


— 2— 


Secretary  Fledges  Support  for  Highway  Safety  Conference 

The  fact  that  motor  vehicle  accidents  claim  the  lives  of  more 
farm  people  than  any  other  type  accident  highlights  the  farmer's  stake  in 
highway  safety,  Secretary  Benson  said  this  week  in  pledging  support  for 
the  White  House  Conference  on  Highway  Safety  which  meets  in  Washington, 
February  17,  18  and  19, 

Text  of  Secretary  Benson's  statement  on  highway  safety  follows; 

"No  one  has  a  "bigger  stake  in  highway  safety  than  the  farmer., 

"He  must  use  the  highway  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  in  all  kinds 
of  traffic  and  in  all  kinds  of  vehicles       the  automotive,  the  truck,  the 
tractor, 

"And  I  can't  think  of  any  business  whose  production  and  distri- 
bution is  hampered  or  disrupted  more  by  an  accident  than  the  farm  industry. 
The  farmer  traditionally  is  almost  always  short  of  help.    An  accident  to 
himself  or  to  one  of  his  helpers  can  really  hurt* 

"And  yet  farm  residents  suffer  more  fatal  motor  vehicle  accidents 
than  any  other  type  of  accident.    Some  of  these  tragedies  are  caused  by 
the  farm  people  themselves.    Many  others  are  caused  "by  non-farm  residents 
who  use  the  highways  that  go  "by  farms. 

"Farm  production  is  vital  to  America's  welfare  --  now  and  in  the 
future o    The  huge  waste  of  vital  farm  manpower  and  material  resources 
caused  by  accidents  must  he  stopped.  .  I  am  sure  I  can  pledge  the  active 
help  of  the  farm  people  of  America  in  stopping  them,," 

Insect  Reporting  Service  Being  Expanded 

You  fellows  who  missed  our  release  on  the  subject  will  he 
interested  to  know  that  a  more  effective  insect  pest-reporting  service  is 
expected  to  result  from  the  work  of  full-time  State  insect  survey 
supervisors  sponsored  jointly  by  USDA  and  the  states. 

The  first  such  supervisor  was  appointed  in  Missouri  last  July. 
Since  then,  similar  posts  have  been  filled  in  Maryland,  Texas,  Arizona, 
Utah,  Louisiana,  and  Florida.    They  are  expected  to  increase  the  flow  of 
timely  information  about  impending  insect  outbreaks  and  new  or  dangerous 
insoct  pests. 

The  Crop  Report. u . 

The  February  crop  report  released  Wednesday  indicated  a  near 
normal  situation  over  most  of  the  country,.    Winter  wheat  has  wintered  well 
so  far,  "but  still  faces  a  hazardous  period.    Fresh  market  supplies  of  the 
20  commercial  vegetables  produced  during  the  195^  winter  season  are  expected 
to  total  about  5  percent  less  than  last  winter,    Both  milk  and  egg 
production  in  January  exceeded  any  previous  output  in  that  month.  Citrus 
fruit  prospects  have  improved  since  January  1,  indicating  larger  crops  of 
oranges  and  grapefruit  and  no  change  in  lemon  production. 


Nevada  Undertakes  Livestock  Project  for  Atomic  Energy  Commissi §g 

A  new  AEC  project  will  enable  the  University  of  Nevada  to  study 
livestock  production  problems  in  southern  Nevada  and  especially  adjacent 
to  the  Nevada  atomic  energy  test  site. 

The  project  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Verle  R.  Bohman,  animal 
nutritionist  at  the  University.-  At  least  one  field  man  will  he  stationed 
in  s out heastera  Nevada,  prohahly  in  Caliente,  during. the  initial  stages  of 
the  study. 

An  evaluation  of  range  forage  conditions  in  southeast  Nevada  is 
the  first  step  in  the  project.    The  kinds,  amount  and  nutritive  composition 
pf  range  plants,  and  the  effect  of  season  and  location  as  well  as  any 
possible  effect  of  radioactive  fall-out  resulting  from  the  atomic  blasts, 
will  he  under  study. 

"We  will  study  livestock  in  areas  adjoining  the  test  site  to 
determine  the  factors  other  than  radioactivity  affecting  calving  percent- 
ages and  seasonal  weights  and  any  possible  effects  resulting  from  radio- 
active fall-out,"  Dr.  Bohman  says. 

Once  the  causes  of  the' losses  are  known,  a  program  can  be 
established  to  alleviate  the  losses.    The  AEC  doubts  that  radioactive 
fall-out  is  responsible  for  livestock  losses. 

Dr.  John  L.  O'Hara,  field  veterinarian  with  the  Nevada  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  a  member  of  a  team  of  scientists  who  studied 
the  effects  of  radioactive  fall-out,  last  summer  reported:    "Contrary  to 
many  reports,  losses  of  livestock  in  Central  Nevada  and  Utah,  which -have 
been  heavier  than  normal  this  year,  are  not  a  result  of  the  atomic  tests." 
His  report  continued,  "Livestock  losses'  are  a  direct  result  of  poor  range 
conditions  in  this  area,  and  are  not  from  the  effects  of  atomip  radiation." 

New  methods  of  studying  and  evaluating  forage  have  been  developed. 
They  are  expected  to  be  of  great  advantage  in  this  range  forage  study, 
Dr.  Bohman  says. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  February  20 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Highlights  from  the  195V  convention  of 
the  Louisiana  Sweet  Potato  Advertising  and  Development  Commission,  from 
WSBO,  Baton  Rouge. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  discussion  of  agricultural  surpluses  and  world 
food  needs  with  Roger  Savary,  Secretary-General  of  the  International  Feder- 
ation of  Agricultural  Producers,  and  Knowlton  Nash  of  IFAP  in  Washington. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m. 
EST.    An  interview  with  Harold  Allen,  winner  of  a  fellowship  from  the  Nat'l 
Committee  of  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work.    Mr.  Allen  is  studying  at  American 
U.  in  Washington  and  i3  on  leave  from  the  University  of  Nebraska. 
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Livestock  and  Poultry..- lumbers.  Down  Slightly.,., :,L  . ; : 

'  V.     Livestock  and  poultry  on  farms  and'' ranches  showed  a  net  decrease 
of  1  percent  during  1953,  according  to  the  annual  Inventory  released  this 
week  "by  USDA,    This  is  the  first  time  since  l^h'-)  that  the  'number  has  shown 
a  decrease t    Ca.ttle  numbers  were  up  slightly  from  a  year  earlier  while  hog 
numbers  'declined  "sharply,    Sheep  numbers  decreased  the  second  consecutive 
year  while  horse  and  mule  numbers  continued  their  decline-  of  many -years , 
Chickens  on  hand  showed  a  modest  increase,  while  turkeys  on  hand  were  about 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  •   ''  • 

The  number '  of  cattle  and  calves  on -farms  arid  ranches  January  1 
was  estimated  at  9^/677,000       a  new  all-time  record  and  one  percent  above 
a  year  ago.    It  was  the  fifth  consecutiVe  year  in  which  cattle 1  numbers 
have  increased,  but  the  rate  of  increase' was  much Tess:  than  in  the  previous 
two  years,  •  '.  -  ■         :-  '' 

Among  Purse  lve  s . . .      "  :  ( ■'■ " ' 

'  'Jack  Jackson  held  out  against  TV  for  a  long  time,  but  he  has 
finally  given  in.    He  goes  on  the  air  late  this  month  with  a  daily  show. 
Jack  stopped  in  to  see  us  this  week  while  in  town  for  the  Fourth  Annual 
Conference  for  Agricultural  Services  in  Foreign' Areas. -This  Conference 
was  sponsored  by  USDA  and  the  Foreign  Operations  Administration  and  was 
attended  by  agriculture  deans  and  others  who  handle  foreign  training 
matters  for  the  land  grant  colleges. 

The  Texas  A  and  M  representative  was  6ur- old  friend  Andy  Adams. 
He'll  stay  around  a  few  days  to  attend  the  White  House  Conference  on 
Highway  Safety  next  week,  *'  •  -  #*rv- 

John  Thomas  will  be  the  I-iFD  at  KEPO,  El  Paso,  Tex.-,  beginning 
March  !.  '  ••  '*••"'•' '"      i  :  !'s-  kWivXtemo 

...  Just  read  the  first  issue  of:  "Agricom"  --  published  as  a  communi- 
cations'tool  by  the  National  Project  in  Agricultural- Communications,  Lansing, 
Mich.    It  gives  the  best  picture  yet  of  the  things  Stanley  Andrews  and  Co. 
are  doing. 

::  '.  /  Earle  Carpenter,  County  Agent  J,  T.  Brown,,  the  "Down  to  Earth" 

television  show  on  1JBZ-TV,  Boston,  -and  all  the  other  folks  who  ,work  to 
produce  the  program  each  Thursday  morning,  received  some . we 11 -de served 
publicity  in  the  January  25th  Christian  Science  Monitor.    A  half^page 
story  and  picture  spread. 

'Cordially,-     !  '  ';>-  "' 

Enclosure:  '^^Si^'yV    'QisY'^sLj-'-  tKJiy^t) 

Nat'l  b-R  Club  Week 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  19,  195^ 
Letter  No.  600 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Here's  the  situation  that  resulted  in  Secretary  Benson's  decision 
to  reduce  dairy  support  prices  to  75  percent  of  parity,  "beginning  April  1. 

Milk  production  has  "been  setting  new  records.    Total  output  in 
1953  was  over  121  "billion  pounds  --  k  percent  above  the  preceding  year  and 
a  ne\r  record.    December  production  set  a  new  record  for  the  month  "by  a  large 
margin.    January  milk  output  was  about  9.2  billion  pounds       5  percent  above 
January  last  year  and  also  a  new  record  for  the  month.    Among  the  causes 
were  mild  winter  weather,  heavy  feeding  of  concentrates,  and  increasing 
numbers  of  milk  cows.    Lower  slaughter  cattle  prices  resulted  in  the  holding 
in  northern  areas  of  dairy  cows  that  otherwise  would  have  been  culled. 

Big  production  is  expected  to  continue.    Output  in  195^  is  expected 


to  be  as  great  or  greater  than  in  1953. 
3  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 


Milk  cow  numbers  on  January  1  were 


CCC  stocks  of  dairy  products  have  mushroomed  to  record  proportions. 
A  year  ago,  when  price  supports  at  90  percent  of  parity  'on  milk  and  butterfat 
were  announced,  CCC  stocks  were  relatively  low.    The  inventory  of  butter, 
cheese,  and  nonfat  dry  milk  solids  was  equivalent  to  about  l.kk  billion 
pounds  of  whole  milk.    This  was  about  1,2  percent  of  the  milk  production  for 
the  1952-53  marketing  year.    Now,  CCC  stocks  on  hand  represent  the  equivalent 
of  more  than  8  billion  pounds  of  whole  milk       over  6  percent  of  the  1953 -5^ 
production. 

CCC  outlets  have  not  been  large  enough  to  cope  with,  a  surplus  of 
this  magnitude.    Every  effort  has  been  made  to  utilize  USDA-owned  dairy 
products  through  Section  32  to  school  lunches  and' other  outlets,  through 
Section  hl6  as  donations  to  needy  people  mostly  abroad,  negotiated  export 
sales,  sales  to  the  U.S.  Army,  and  sales  into  domestic  trade  channels.  But 
CCC  stocks  continued  to  grow. 

All  this  pointed  to  still  greater  surpluses  of  manufactured  dairy 
products  under  a  program  of  price  supports  at  90  percent  of  parity.  High 
level  price  supports  were  resulting  in  a  distorted  marketing  pattern  --  with 
surplus  milk  production  being  turned  into  the  three  products  that  are 
supported.    In  1953,  the  Government  bought  one-fifth  of  all. creamery  butter 
production,  one -fourth  of  all  Cheddar-type  cheese,  and  two-fifths  of  all  non- 
fat dry  milk  solids. 
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So,  the  dairy  support  level  was  reduced  to  75  percent  of  parity  for 
the  coming  marketing  year.    This  will  mean  decreases  in  the  purchase  price  of 
8-jj-  cents  a  pound  for  butter,  4-3  A  cents  a  pound  for  cheese,  one  cent  a 
pound  for  spray  and  3  A  cent  a  pound  for  roller  non-fat  dry  milk  solids. 
Department  officials  think  this  will  result  in  an  increase  in  consumption, 
and  a  reduced  flow  of  dairy  products  into  CCC  hands. 

The  Department  has  now  announced  the  support  prices  that  will  "be 
in  effect  "beginning  April  1,  based  on  the  75  percent  of  parity  support  level. 
They  are  $3«l4  P©r  hundredweight  for  manufacturing  milk  testing  3.95  percent 
butterfat  and  56  cents  per  pound  for  butterfat.    We've  mailed  you  a  complete 
breakdown  on  purchase  prices  for  butter,  Cheddar  cheese,  and  nonfat  dry  milk 
solids.    The  CCC  will  continue  to  buy  at  present  purchase  prices  through 
March  31,  195^. 

From  the  Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation  , . . 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  food  products  in  1953  averaged  6 
percent  below  1952  while  marketing  charges  rose  only  1  percent.    As  a  re- 
sult, much  of  the  decline  in  prices  that  farmers  received  was  passed  on  to 
consumers  in  the  form  of  lower  retail  prices. 

Farmers  received  h^>  cents  of  the  dollar  that  consumers  spent  for 
farm  food  products  in  1953  compared  with  47  cents  a  year  earlier.  During 
the  post-World  War  II  period,  the  farmer's  share  has  varied  from  45  cents 
to  52  cents.    Farmers  should  receive  about  the  same  share  of  the  consumer's 
food  dollar  this  year  as  in  1953. 

Nutshell  Summary  of  CCC  Investment. . . 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  has  almost  $7  billion  invested 
in  its  price  support  operations.    Of  this  total,  about  2-3/4  billion  is 
already  in  Government  hands,  and  the  remainder  is  in  price  support  loans. 
A  large  share  of  the  commodities  under  loan  will  ultimately  be  turned  over 
to  the  Government, 

Stocks  of  dairy  products  owned  by  the  Government  cost  $374,000,000. 
They  include  270  million  pounds  of  butter,  282  million  pounds  of  cheese,  and 
U70  million  pounds  of  dried  milk.    The  Government  owns  a  billion  185  million 
pounds  of  cottonseed  oil  that  cost  $211  million. 

The  Government  owns  over  4^0  million  bushels  of  corn  valued  at 
three-quarters  of  a  billion  dollars,  and  has  under  loan  another  208  million 
bushels.    The  Government  owns  1+37  million  bushels  of  wheat  that  cost  a 
billion  140  million  dollars,  and  has  another  476  million  bushels  under  loan. 
Cotton  stocks  amount  to  236,000  bales  valued  at  $33  million,  and  the  CCC  has 
8.2  million  bales  under  loan. 

New  Bulletins. . . 

We're  enclosing  a  background  item  "Fighting  Our  Insect  Enemies," 
and  have  copies  of  "The  Forest  Products  Laboratory"  describing  the  lab  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin. 
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71  Percent  of  FCA's  How  Fully  Farmer  Owned. 


...  :  Farmer-members  of  78  production  credit  associations  paid  off.  the 

:  last  of  their  Government -owned  stock  in  the  past  year  and  now  fully  own  these 
credit  cooperatives,  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  reports.    This  "brings  the 
total  owned  outright  "by  farmers  on  February  1  to  35^  or  71  percent  of  the 
:  hSd  fCA*e.    .   .  - 

When  the  production  credit  associations  were  started  in  1933,  the 
Government  furnished  $90  million  of  their  capital  stock.    Since  then,  farmer- 
. members  have  purchased  enough  stock  in  PGA' s  to  permit  a  reduction  in  the 
Government's  investment  to  less  than  $5  million.    Each  farmer-member  owns 
capital  stock  in  his  PCA  at  least  equal  to  5  percent  of  the  amount  of  his 
loan.    Many  farmer -members,  however,  have  purchased  additional  stock  to  assist 
their  FGA's  in  becoming  completely  farmer-owned  sooner.    Most  of  the  Ikh  PCA's 
that  still  have  some  Government  capital  have  repaid  a  large  part  of  it  and  are 
rapidly  approaching  the  goal  of  ICO  percent  farmer -owners hi p. 

Wheat  Acreage  Provisions  Amended 

The  Department  this  week  amended  the  wheat  marketing  quota  acreage 
allotment  program  to  permit  wheat  producers  throughout  the  country  to  bring 
over-planted  195^  crop  wheat  acreage  into  compliance  with  the  program. 

The  change  revises  the  definition  of  "wheat  acreage"  under  the  pro- 
gram.   It  excludes  from  the  definition,  wheat  acreage  which  "does  not  reach 
maturity  "because  it  is,  while  still  green,  turned  under  for  green  manure, 
pastured  off,  or  cut  for  hay  or  silage,"    Any  wheat  --  whether  seeded  or 
volunteer  —  which  is  allowed  to  mature  will  still  be  subject  to  compliance 
with  the  wheat -allotment  provisions.    Prior  approval  of  the  permitted  prac- 
tice is  not  required,  "but  acreage  on  which  the  practice  is  carried  out  must 
he  so  designated  at  the  County  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation 
Committee  office. 

Under  the  wheat  marketing  quota  program  any  farmer  who  exceeds 
his  wheat  acreage  allotment,  regardless  of  size,  becomes  ineligible  for 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  price  support  on  his  wheat.    Under  the  amended 
program,  such  producers  will  now  hare  an  opportunity  to  bring  their  acreage 
into  compliance  and  thus  avoid  the  quota  penalty  and  loss  of  eligibility 
for  available  price  support, 

European  Corn  Borer  Continues  Spread 

The  European  corn  borer  is  now  better  established  in  the  U.S.  than 
it  was  a  year  ago.    Surveys  made  by  State  entomologists  cooperating  with  USDA 
showed  this  pest  to  have  infested  one  new  State  —  Wyoming  —  and  hQ  new 
counties  in  9  previously  infested  states.    Thirty-eight  states  are  now  affected. 
Average  corn  borer  infestation  last  fall  was  about  the  same  in  13  eastern 
states  as  a  year  earlier,  but  increased  35  percent  in  the  north  central  states. 
The  European  corn  borer  was  first  noted  in  this  country  in  1917  --  near  Boston, 
Since  then  it  has  spread  west,  north,  and  south  until  today  its  infestation 
reaches  from  Maine  to  Colorado  and  from  Montana  to  Georgia, 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  February  27 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.  Highlights  from  the  annual  convention  of 
Soil  Conservation  District  Supervisors  in  New  Orleans. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12;30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  feature  "It's  a  Good  Idea  to  Plant  Trees/' 
with. Holland  Hotty  and  Bill  Bergoffen  of  the  Forest  Service, 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  P*SU 


Cordiall; 


Enclosure 

Fighting  Our  Insect  Enemies 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  26,  195^- 
Letter  No.  601 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Two  of  man's  most  ancient  enemies  were  in  the  farm  news  this  week  - 
drought  and  pestilence. 

Secretary  Benson  announced  the  addition  of  three  Colorado  counties 
to  the  designated  drought  area  as  a  result  of  dust  storms.    Farmers  in 
these  counties  --  Cheyenne,  Lincoln,  and  Crowley.       are  now  eligible  to  pur- 
chase government -owned  corn  and  wheat  at  below  market  cost. 

Parts  of  five  States  are  most  severely  affected  by  the  recent  dust 
storms  --  Colorado,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  and  New  Mexico.    The  three 
counties  Just  named  appear  to  be  the  only  seriously  affected  counties  not 
already  designated  as  eligible  for  emergency  feeda    Field  reports  indicate 
that  the  dust  storms  have  been  of  unusual  severity.    Winds  of  more  than  60 
miles  per  hour  have  been  reported.    Sand  has  covered  many  pastures,  and  has 
damaged  wheat  fields  60  to  70  percent.    Many  fences  and  telephone  lines 
were  reported  down. 

On  the  subject  of  pests,  USDA  reports  grasshoppers,  Mormon  crickets, 
and  chinch  bugs  could  be  more  than  normally  troublesome  in  some  areas  this 
year.    Surveys  made  last  fall  indicate  that  barring  weather  and  other  natural 
conditions  that  might  affect  their  populations,  these  three  bugs  will  need  to 
be  controlled  over  wide  areas. 

Grasshoppers  may  be  most  destructive  in  parts  of  Missouri,  Wisconsin, 
New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Texas  and  Oklahoma.    Control  of  Mormon  crickets 
could  be  needed  on  122,000  acres  in  California,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  and 
Utah.    Chinch  bugs  could  be  destructive  to  com  and  small_grains_in  parts  of  - 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  and  local  areas  in  other  State 

i    cURRtHT  SERIAL  RECORD 

The  Grain  Storage  Problem 

 '   .    APR  6-1^4  * 

•   Another  problem,  more  modern  in  nature,  is  posed  by  the  grain  stor- 
age situation.    We  mailed  you  Secretary  Benson's  warning  kg  ^fp$ft|fc$r fPKRlCUI-tURE 
farmers  to  plan  early  for  grain  storage. 


From  here,  it  looks  like  the  job  will  be  much  bigger  than  it  was 
last  year,  and  backstage  moves  are  being  made  to  launch  a  vigorous  campaign 
for  increased  farm  storage. 
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Van  Houveling  to  Head  Livestock  Regulatory  Programs 

Dr.  Cornelius  D.  Van  Houveling  will  "become  Director  of  the  USDA 
Livestock  Regulatory  Programs  effective  March  1.    He's  former  Assistant 
Executive  Secretary  and  Director  of  Professional  Relations  for  the  American 
Veterinary  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Van  Houveling  will  he  directing  the  Department's  programs 
aimed  at  Nation-vide  control  or  eradication  of  livestock  and  poultry  diseases. 
These  programs  embrace  inspection  of  livestock  transported  interstate,  in- 
spection of  the  production  and  distribution  of  such  veterinary  biologies  as 
anti-hog  cholera  serum  and  virus;  and  enforcement  of  legislation  preventing 
the  entry  into  the  U.S.  of  diseased  livestock  and  contaminated  livestock 
products . 

Dr.  Van  Houveling  is  a  native  of  Iova  and  von  his  D„V,M.  from 
Iova  State 0    He  practiced  in  Illinois  and  has  "been  doing  graduate  vork 
and  teaching  at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Corn  Acreage  Allotment  Note. . , 

Farmers  vho  underplant  their  195^  corn  acreage  allotment  "by  not 
more  than  10  percent  will  not  he  penalized  for  such  underplanting  in  the 
establishment  of  any  future  farm  allotments  which  may  be  required  under  ex- 
isting lav. 

Many  farmers  may  feel  that  they  should  come  as  close  to  their 
current  allotments  as  possible  in  order  to  protect  their  interests  in  any 
future  allotment  program,    But  it  will  be  the  Department's  policy  that 
farmers  vho  plant  betveen  90  and  100  percent  of  their  195^  corn  crop  allot- 
ment will  be  treated  in  future  programs  as  if  the  corn  allotment  vere  fully 
planted  in  195*)-. 

Wool  Situation  „ . . 

U„S.  vool  production  this  year  probably  will  be  less  than  last 
year.    Shorn  wool  output  probably  will  decline  since  the  number  of  stock 
sheep  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  down  slightly „    Fever  sheep  and  lambs 
are  expected  to  be  slaughtered  this  year,  and  this  would  result  in  reduced 
production  of  pulled  vool.    World  supplies  of  vool  for  the  current  season 
are  expected  to  be  about  the  same  as  for  the  1952-53  season. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  6 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington,,  A  report  from  the  American  Medical  Ass'n 
Conference  on  Rural  Health,  Dallas,  Texas. 

ADC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  feature  on  the  economic  insect  reporting  service 
carried  on  by  USDA  in  cooperation  with  States  and  other  agencies,  with  Kelvin 
Dorward  of  Agricultural  Research  Service, 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m. 
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New  State  College  Network  Show  at  Raleigh 

Ted  Hyman,  Extension  FFD  in  North  Carolina,  reports  an  interesting 
development  in  cooperation  "between  Extension  and  commercial  radio,  Eere:s 
his  letter,  in  part; 

:'0n  Monday,  March  1,  we  will  "broadcast  from  Sicks  Hall  the  first 
program  in  a  new'  series  to  "be  called  the  ''Tarheel  Farm  Hour.1    The  program, 
to  "be  aired  daily  Monday  through  Friday,  will  he  carried  over  a  state -wide 
FM  relay  network.    As  of  today's  mail,  we  have  33  stations  that  will  carry 
this  show.    \!e  will  feed  it  over  the  netwdrk  at  11; 30  a.m.  with  most  stations 
carrying  it  on  AM  during  the  noon  hour. 

"The  format  will  be  standard  for  a  land-grant  college "farm  show, 
.that  is,  weather,  news  and  farm  feature,    Our -Extension  specialists  will 
appear  on  most  of  the  features 0    We  have  recently  'invested  $5,:000  in  a  new 
studio  and  equipment  in  order  to  originate  this  show  on  the  campus. 

"The  'Tarheel  Farm  Hour'  is  the  result  of  a  request  made  to  State 
College  last  summer  "by  the  North  Carolina  Association  of  Broadcasters 
through  its  agriculture  committee „    The  NCAB  agriculture  committee  set  up 
the  network  and  we.  are  providing  the  program.    Committee  Chairman  C„  Alden 
Baker,  Manager  of  WGAI,  Elizabeth  City,  will  appear  on  the  first  show  along 
with  our  Chancellor,  Dean  of  Agriculture  and  Extension  Director.  Frank 
Jeter  will  have  a  weekly  featvire  each  Friday,  rounding  up  the  farm  situation 
over  the  state , 

"In  time,  we  hope  to  double  the  number  of  stations  carrying  this 
program,    "We  believe  it  is  unique  in  that  the  program  is  available  to  all 
of  the  T03  radio  stations  in  North  Carolina  for  local  participation  sponsor- 
ship*   NCAB  Fresident  James  MacNeil,  Manager  of  WTSB,  Lumberton,  spent  last 
Friday  in  our  office  to  complete  final  plans  for  the  origination  of  this 
program.    Tne  cooperation  from  the  broadcasters  has  been  excellent." 

Best  of  luck  to  Ted,  Frank,  et  al  in  this  new  enterprise. 

Power  Conference  Set  for  Chicago 

Here's  an  item  of  special  interest  to  RFD's  and  TFD's  in  the 
Chicago  areac.    FEA  is  planning  a  big  pow-wow  on  power  -  electric  power, 
that  is  -  in  Chicago  on  March  11.    EEA  Administrator  Ancher  Nelsen,  several 
of  his  top  assistants,  leaders  in  farm  electrification  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  electrical  equipment  manufacturers  will  get  together  to 
discuss  ways  in  which  farmers  can  make  bigger  and  better  use  of  electricity. 

This  conference  will  follow  immediately  the  NEMA  (National  Elec- 
trical Manufacturers'  Association)  meeting,  and  a  good  attendance  is  ex- 
pected.   Place:    Edgewater  Beach  Hotelc.    Time:     9  a.m.,  Thursday,  March  11. 
All  meetings  will  be  open. 


Agricultural  Prices  Report . . . 


Frices  received  by  farmers  declined  four-tenths  of  one  percent 
during  the  month  ending  in  mid-February.    Prices  of  commercial  vegetables, 
dairy  products,  fruits,  poultry  and  eggs  were  down,  and  meat  animals, 
cotton,  wheat  and  eggs  were  up  a  little. 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  held  steady  at  the  January  level.  With 
prices  paid  holding  steady  and  farm  product  prices  off  slightly,  the 
parity  ratio  dropped  back  one  point  to  91       the  same  as  last  December. 

American  Heads  FAQ  Working  Party  on  Surpluses 

Francis  A.  Linvllle  of  the  U.S.  was  elected  chairman  of  the  FAO 
working  party  on  agricultural  surpluses  this  week,  at  the  working  party's 
opening  plenary  session  in  Washington.    Mb,  Linville  is  Chief  of  the 
Agricultural  Products  Staff  in  the  Office  of  International  Materials  Policy, 
Department  of  State. 

Assistant  Secretary  John  E.  Davis  greeted  the  members  of  the  work- 
ing party  and  observers  on  behalf  of  the  host  country,  and  discussed  the 
efforts  of  the  U.S.  in  handling  farm  surpluses. 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


